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them again with the seals intact; then he corrupted the Italian
courier who carried letters back. In each instance he drew a
blank; inevitably, because France was not a party to the * Enter-
prise'. Ignorant of this, Walsingham persisted. He procured
a spy in the French embassy, and through him corrupted the
ambassador's secretary.

As a result, Walsingham came to tap a regular secret corre-
spondence that Mary carried on with the ambassador, in
addition to her open correspondence that passed through
Shrewsbury's hands. Though the * Enterprise' was not referred
to in her letters, it being dependent on France's rival, Spain,
they were damaging enough, in all conscience. There must have
been a grim humour in reading them. For example, Mary sug-
gested to the ambassador that, in the event of reliable means of
communication failing, he should write on paper or thin white
cloth in alum, soaked in a little clear water twenty-four hours
beforehand: the writing was invisible, but when dipped in
water it appeared, white and clear enough to be read. Or he
could write between the lines of books, using only every fourth
page, and having green strings put on the volumes that
had been so treated. If he used cloth, he should see that the
length always measured an odd half-yard to distinguish the
piece. Again, letters might be stuffed into high-heeled slippers
in place of cork, or spread between the wood of trunks and
coffers. Walsingham read these suggestions. Did he think that
one day he might trap Mary through her trust in such furtive
tricks?

So far as the eEnterprise* was concerned, it was the wrong
trail; but fortune favoured Walsingham. He learnt that Francis
Throckmorton - a Catholic nephew of Sir Nicholas - visited the
French embassy by night and was a chief agent of Mary's. Spies
were employed, who for six months tracked this man from place
to place. Then in November 1583 two gentlemen were sent to
arrest him at his London house. He managed to dash up the
stairs, destroying a letter to Mary as he went, and to get a casket
of fatal documents conveyed to the Spanish ambassador; but
papers were found containing a list of Catholic noblemen and